
IN T R O D U C T IO N

MANKIND  HAS  A  TENDENCY to  form  groups  with  other

individuals of the same species since prehistoric times. These

groups always create a set of rules for living together, which we

define with the term culture. The world of beliefs is essential to

maintain  a  culture,  since  it  is  based  on  the  existence  of

supernatural beings, gods, that reward, punish and guide the

actions of the individuals, according to the rules of the specific

group. Although life in a community has in general proven to

be  practical  for  the  human  species,  there  are   records

throughout  history,  that  tell  of  individuals  who  have

withdrawn from this  environment.  People who leave society

tend to look for fulfillment beyond the material  world.  They

search for truth, sense and a profound spiritual experience, a

state  of  oneness  with  everything in  this  world,  a  unity with

god. In order to live a life closer to god and nature (note: god

and nature are understood by many cultures as the very same

thing), they retreat into a state of complete solitude, which can

be found in isolated places, like the desert, the mountains or the

forest. People who decide to live in such conditions are called

'hermits' (eremit,  old Greek,ἐρημίτης,  eremítēs, ἔρημος,  érēmos,

derived from desert or uninhabited, desert inhabitants). The life

of hermits is led ascetic, in poverty and humility. Distractions

and  stimuli  are  radically  kept  away,  to  be  in  a  continuous

dialogue  with  god.The  central  activities  are  prayer  and

meditation. 

On  many  occasions  hermits  have  performed  deeds  beyond

human comprehension and are hence referred to as saints (the

word saint denotes a personality that is particularly close to a

certain deity, an ideal human being in a religious and ethical

respect). Whether an accumulation of miracles occur due to the

hermits intense practice in service of deities is disputable, but

from the point of view of a normal human being, the mere fact

of a life lead in complete isolation, is already a superhuman act

in itself. 



D IE  K IN D B R IN G E R IN

  Annamirl 
vom Löchl
 (~ 1876-1925) 

DIE  HEILIGE  ANNAMIRL  VOM  LÖCHL (South-East  German

dialect:  The childbearer,  Annamirl  from the hole) is a female

hermit and saint from the region of  Dreitannen am Bayerwald

(Bohemian  Forest,  Germany,  the  only  remaining  primeval

mountain forest in Europe). Very little is known about her early

years, only that she was the youngest of fourteen children of a

farming  family  from  Katzbach.  Around  the  age  of  21  she  is

supposed to have left her parental home with these famous last

words:  

"Gegen die Nacht können wir nicht ankämpfen, aber wir

können ein Licht anzünden."

(English: “We must enhance the light not fight the darkness.”)

Then she withdrew for the rest of her life into the forest, where

she lived alone in a simple hut made of straw, twigs and clay.

The population of the surrounding villages called her 'D'staade

Annamirl (dialect: the quiet Annamirl), because she never spoke

a word and generally refused any form of contact with other

humans.  But  posterity  would  know  her  by  the  name:

Kindbringerin vom Löchl. One day (the records of the Antzbacher

village  archive  mention  May  1907)  she  was  spotted   in  the

underbrush  carrying  a  baby  on  her  arm.  Later  a   forester

reported that he had witnessed her fishing up the baby from

the depth of the nearby well. Word of the miracle spread fast

and soon people from all over the whole county began to wend

their way to the well in the forest. There they heard murmur, 



rejoicing and children calling from deep inside the earth, that

stopped as soon as a stone was thrown into the water. Some

people swear to have seen children swim around the bottom of

the well like little fishes. 

Ever  since  then,  the  well  has  become  the  goal  of  countless

pilgrimages. The supplicants, most of whom are women, bring

offerings for unborn as well as dead infants. There are mothers

who come to wash their sick children in it, with the hope for

healing, but also children who throw dolls, flowers and cakes

into  it,  whilst  asking  for  siblings.  Above  all,  drinking  water

from the well is believed to cure infertility.

Soon after the first pilgrims arrived in 1907, Annamirl and  her

child disappeared  without a trace and even though 1925 has

officially been registered as the year of Saint Annamirl's death,

her body has never been found.

above: The famous 'Löchl' 

courtesy  Heimatmuseum Antzbach
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P H O T O G R A P H *

  

            (from left to right)

1. The Hermit with Child 

(the only existing photograph of the hermit and her 

child  taken by a village photographer a year before 

her disappearance, 1907)

 

 2. Die Heilige Annamirl                                                                   

(copy of a reverse glass painting by an unknown artist,1909)

            3. Annamirl's Hut                                                                              
            (copy of a wood carving by an unknown artist, 1905)

            4. Die Kindbringerin Annamirl vom Löchl                                    

            (copy of wood carving by unknown artist, 1913)

                                  

             6. Antzbach 1910 

            (copy of  oil painting, artist Loisl Mair)

                                                                

            5. Fatschensonntag

            (copy of  black and white photograph, 1915)

          every year on the Sunday closest to May 17th, the  Antzbach   

         village community celebrates the Miracle of the Löchl with a    

         great pageant, in which a statue of the saint and her child is    

         carried from the village to the forest well where it is burnt

  

*all  drawings  are  copies  of  original  artworks  owned  by  the  Heimatmuseum

Antzbach.  I  would  like  to  thank  Toni  Wesel,  the  local  tattoo  artist
(www.tonistattoos.de)  for creating these detailed reproductions. The photograph
and all objects are from the private collection of Bishop Prof. Hans Redlich, who
kindly lent them to this exhibition.


